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A Message to the Academic Family Medicine Community: 

Northeast Region

Why have we changed the name of our meeting? 
· What’s in a name? 

A name is a powerful element that helps to build credibility and value. Since its inception in 1981 the STFM: NorthEast Region meeting has been a magnet attracting the academic Family Physicians in the northeast region of the US. Many of our CVs have this name listed under the category of regional presentations. The meeting has a reputation of offering quality faculty development, powerful networking opportunities and it’s played a major role in helping students make their specialty career choice. We’ve heard from many community-based and academic Family Physicians that attending the meeting helped them choose Family Medicine for their careers. 

· So why are we changing our name? 

We are changing the name to the Family Medicine Education Consortium: NorthEast Region meeting. This is a decision that we have struggled with for some time. 

First, there is a transparency issue. The regional meeting was never led, financed by or under the direction of STFM. This was the case even when it was a faculty only meeting. Since the FMEC was incorporated in 1994, a Board composed Family Medicine leaders from the northeast region has been responsible for this event. Each year a planning committee and a host committee work under the Board’s direction to plan the programming and raise the funding to support the meeting. We believe that transparency is an important issue. Raising funds from organizations not familiar with the difference between STFM and the FMEC is not appropriate. 

Second, we have expanded the scope of the meeting in recent years. We want the meeting to be a welcoming event for our colleagues in community based practices and community health centers. Our name needs to be open and inclusive. 

Third, raising funds to offer student scholarships is hard work. Many potential donors were reluctant to give a society of teachers when their interest involved bringing students to Family Medicine. Each year the Host Committee and the FMEC Board works hard to raise the funding and we need to smooth the pathway that will help them to succeed. 

· What will not change?

This is a meeting anchored in Family Medicine. We have no intention of changing this. It is also a meeting whose core involves promoting student interest in Family Medicine and offering quality faculty development support. No change in either of these. 

Most of the presentations at the meeting will still come through the usual call for submissions and a well coordinated peer-review process. Our format also will not change. Our energy and vitality will not be diminished. 

The FMEC: NorthEast Region meeting will remain in association with the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine. We are part of the family of Family Medicine and we value the support we continue to receive from STFM and AAFP. 

We welcome comments and questions. Send any comments to Laurence.bauer@sbcglobal.net. 

